
Factsheet Creative Commons Licenses / AG Open Access
BT 2025: Marketplace 3. April 2025

Overview
Creative Commons (CC) (https://creativecommons.org/) is an international non-profit organisation based in the
USA.

CC Licenses are a free legal tool and enable the sharing and reuse of works such as articles, podcasts, images or
videos. (They are not recommended for software or hardware). The licenses offer a high degree of flexibility:

 BY – Attribution: The creator must be credited.
 ND – No Derivatives: No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted.
 SA – Share Alike: Adaptations must be shared under the same terms.
 NC –Non-Commercial: Only non-commercial uses of the work are permitted.

Main advantages of CC-BY
 You keep the rights to your work and get credit.
 The license allows free and legal sharing, reuse, dissemination, remixing, and adaptation in any

medium or format.
 It provides legal clarity.

Check your LTP (license to publish) for rights transfer. CC-BY means:
 Non-Exclusive/Limited License: The copyright holder… grants permission for others to use or

reproduce the work without transferring ownership. The copyright holder retains the rights to the
work and can continue to use it and license it to others.

 CC licenses are non-exclusive licenses.
 Recommended by DEAL; cOAlitionS, Open-Research-Europe, MPDL, Horizon Europe

Problems with CC-BY-NC/ND – in DEAL (and other consortia) agreements
 Many publishers have included clauses in their license to publish (LTP) that allow them to claim

exclusive copyright if you choose a CC-BY-NC/ND license. This means that your work can be
commercially exploited without your explicit consent.

 Legal uncertainty (e.g. what constitutes commercial use under German law).
 Not compatible with OA definitions according to the Berlin Declaration.

TIP:  License chooser from Creative Commons (https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/)
Follow the steps to select the appropriate license for your work.

Links / Further information / Discussion points
 Handout for researchers
 Differences depending on publication type
 CC-BY-NC/ND cannot be used e.g. on commercial platforms, and also not on Wikipedia.


